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MS4 PERMIT INFORMATION 
 

PERMITTEE 

City of Carter Lake 

950 Locust St. 

Carter Lake, Iowa 51510 

 

IDENTITY AND LOCATION OF FACILITY: 

City of Carter Lake MS4 

Carter Lake, Iowa 51510 

 

IOWA NPDES PERMIT NUMBER: 

78-12-0-00 

DATE OF ISSUANCE: July 1, 2021 

DATE OF EXPIRATION: June 30, 2026 

 

RECEIVING WATERCOURSES: Missouri River, Carter Lake 

EPA NUMBER: IA0078891 
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The following is the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Annual Report for the City of 
Carter Lake, Iowa, prepared in accordance with Part III of the Municipal Separate Storm 
Water System (MS4) Permit Number 78-12-0-00. This report summarizes storm water 
compliance activities within the boundaries of the City of Carter Lake. 

The City of Carter Lake is committed to the prevention of storm water pollution and has 
implemented a management program that includes the following areas: 

❖ Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts 

❖ Public Involvement and Participation 

❖ Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

❖ Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 

❖ Post-Construction Storm Water Management 

❖ Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping    

This permit covers all areas within the boundaries of the City of Carter Lake totaling 
approximately 2 square miles which is drained by the city’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) and any other areas added while this permit is in effect. 

This permit authorizes all existing or new storm water point source discharges to waters of 
the State from the MS4. This permit also authorizes the discharge of storm water co-mingled 
with flows contributed by process wastewater, non-process wastewater, or storm water 
associated with industrial activity provided such discharges are authorized under separate 
NPDES permits, as required by law. This permit does not authorize discharges to the MS4. 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS: 

Section A. Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts. 

• Articles in City Newspaper.  In the past, public education articles have been published in 
the newsletter, unfortunately that has not happened in FY2023. The City will make sure 
these are published going forward.  

• Telephone Hotline Number.  A telephone number for reporting storm water related 
problems is published on the City of Carter Lake website. And included in the monthly 
newsletter.       The numbers are (712)347-6320 or (712)847-0535. 

• Storm Drain Labeling.  A program was developed to 
label all storm sewer intakes.  All storm sewer 
intakes have been identified and mapped and the 
drains have been labeled. Carter Lake Maintenance 
periodically will check the inlet markings for 
legibility. “No Dumping” placards have been 
installed on all drains and they have been marked 
for ongoing compliance. 
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• Stormwater Web page.  Since 2006 the City of Carter Lake has 
maintained a webpage for storm water related education, this site 
was revised in 2022. The current webpage is: 

https://cityofcarterlake.com/departments/city-hall-
department/storm-water-management/ 

• In 2015 the City of Carter Lake became a member of the Iowa 
Storm Water Education Program (ISWEP).  That membership has 
been renewed for FY 2023. Membership provides storm water 
education, certification programs, storm water training and 
educational materials. Informational brochures and related storm 
water materials can be found at City Hall front entry way. Copies 
of said printed materials are included in Appendix A.  

Section B.  Public Involvement and Participation. 

• The current Stormwater Advisory Committee will be re-established in FY2024. Once 
the new committee is re-established, there will be training, and two (2) Storm Water 
Committee meetings will be completed by the conclusion of FY 2024. Public Notice 
requirements will be followed.    

Section C.  Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

• Illicit Discharge Prohibition Ordinance.  The current code book includes Chapter 110 
– Storm Water Utility and Chapter 136 – Storm Water Control.  Ordinance # 633 was 
adopted, amending Chapter 136.  Effective July 1, 2014, Storm Water Service Charges 
were repealed. There were no changes, additions or deletions to the storm water 
ordinances in FY 2023.    Appendix B 

• The City’s illicit discharge ordinance was adopted in July 2007.  And examination of 
the ordinance by Joe Griffin in 2017 indicates that its contents meet the requirements 
in the MS4 permit. 

• The City has inspected all the outfalls for dry weather flows and the presence of non-
storm water discharges and continues to periodically check them.  Dry weather flows 
are visually checked for odor, color, clarity, etc.    

• No illicit connections have been detected. 

• The City has a map of its public storm sewer system including all outfalls and piping.   

• The city has had no new storm sewer lines in several years, so no lines have been 
televised. 

• Street sweeping is handled by the City Maintenance Department and disposed of in 
Nebraska. 

• The City reports all swimming pool discharges are directed to the sanitary sewer 
system. 

• The City’s road salt is stored under cover. 

https://cityofcarterlake.com/departments/city-hall-department/storm-water-management/
https://cityofcarterlake.com/departments/city-hall-department/storm-water-management/
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• Documentation of Storm Water station inspections.  Appendix C 

 

Section D.  Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control  

• A Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control ordinance was passed and approved 
by the City Council on May 21, 2007.  This ordinance was amended July 15, 2013, 
with Ordinance #633.  A copy of Ordinance #633 is included in this report in 
Appendix B 

• Construction Site Review and Inspection Program.  All construction plans are 
reviewed for compliance.  An inspection checklist is used for all construction site 
inspection activities.   

Section E. Post-Construction Storm Water Management  

• A Post-Construction Runoff Control ordinance was passed and approved by the City 
Council on May 21, 2007.  This ordinance was amended on July 15, 2013, with 
Ordinance #633.  A copy of this ordinance can be found in Appendix B 

• The City's post-construction ordinance states that all developments of any area of 
land shall provide engineering documents and calculations that detail the proposed 
means for accommodating post construction runoff.  It further states that all detention 
facilities must provide detention of the initial 2 inches of rainfall onto impervious areas 
and that the storage volume shall be adequate to limit the post-construction rate of 
runoff from 5-year, 10-year and 100-year storm water events to no greater than the 
rate from the pre-construction rates. 

• The City's contracted building official reviews the post-con plans 

• Post-con structures are on both public and private property.  The City inspects private 
structures only when complaints are received.  If corrective action needs to be 
implemented, the City notifies the responsible party which is then given a stipulated 
amount of time to correct the deficiencies.  

• Watershed Management Plan – was developed in 2008 and adopted in 2009.   It is 
available on the City website in the link shown previously in this report.   

Section F.  Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping  

• Operation and Maintenance of MS4.  A program for inspection, maintaining and 
cleaning all components of the MS4 including street sweeping and storm sewer, 
manhole and lift station inspections and maintenance was established and 
maintained.  Documentation of the maintenance programs for FY2023 can be 
found in Appendix C. 

• Pesticide and Fertilizer Management Program.  A pesticide and fertilizer 
management program will be reviewed and updated by the City of Carter Lake.  
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• The employees of Carter Lake Maintenance Department will take part in online 
training over the winter months of 2023-24 to become educated on Storm Water 
matters and concerns. 

1. The status of implementing the components of the stormwater permit.  

• The City of Carter Lake has completed most of the requirements as stated in 
Part II of the NPDES permit for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2023.   

2.  Summary of data, including monitoring data that is generated within the reporting 
period including narrative description of storm water quality improvements. (only 
required where an illicit discharge is suspected.)  

• No known illicit discharges have been witnessed or discovered.  

3. Estimate of previous fiscal year’s expenditures for implementation of the 
requirements of this permit and the budget for the current fiscal year. $5,000 budgeted 
for improvements and maintenance.   

4. A summary describing the number and nature of inspections, enforcement actions, 
illicit discharges discovered, ordinances adopted, public education programs 
conducted, components of the MS4 cleaned, stream restoration activities, meetings 
held, and any other actions taken by the permittee required by this permit during the 
reporting period. 

• Weekly inspections of manholes, and storm sewers.  NO illicit discharges have been 
noted.  In late 2020 the City purchased a used street sweeper from the City of Council 
Bluffs for $13,000 due to the previous machine was beyond repair.    

No meetings of the Storm Water Committee members were held in FYE 9-30-2023.   

MS4 cleaning and maintenance performed.  No illicit discharges were detected or 
reported by residents or staff. 

The City of Carter Lake was not subject to any storm water enforcement actions 
during the FYE 9-30-2023 reporting period.   

Currently, the Prairie Flower Casino expansion is under construction and storm water 
retention holding cells are built under the parking lot. The City is working to assist 
with completing the final stages of the plans for moving the storm water away from 
Avenue H.  
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APPENDIX: A 

Brochures/Educational Material Available to the Public 

October 1, 2022, through September 30, 2023 

Soil Quality Restoration  

Bioretention Cells 

Stormwater Wetlands 

Permeable Pavers 

Rain Gardens 

Homeowners Guide: Winder Salt Use 

The Scoop on Dog Poop 

Everyone Lives on waterfront property 

 

 

City webpage for stormwater 
 

https://cityofcarterlake.com/departments/city-hall-
department/storm-water-management/ 

 

 

  

https://cityofcarterlake.com/departments/city-hall-department/storm-water-management/
https://cityofcarterlake.com/departments/city-hall-department/storm-water-management/



















































































































































































































































































































